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NEW ABSTRACT 

NEW ABSTRACT Computing device parameters, particularly for usein consolidating services (117) performed on a plurality of 
computing devices (202) such as servers in a server farm (1 10), can be compared (Fig.2). A storage device (206) stores data set files 
that contain information collected from computing devices such as severs in a server farm (120). The data set files contain 
information indicative of the characteristics of computing devices. The data set files describe the information in a markup language 
such as XML. A first relational database has tables configured to accept data from the data set files. A set of computer-readable 
instructing (202) are capable of loading the data from the data set files into the tables of the first relational database so that the two 
data sets can be compared to each other. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet(2)) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/USO4/08498 ' 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC(7) G06F 17/30 

USCL 707/10, 100, 101, 104.1; 345/700 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 707/10, 100, 101, 104.1; 345/700 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



Category * 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 


US 6,668,254 B2 (MATSON et al) December 23, 2003 (23.12.2003), Fig.2, column 2, 
lines 5 - 10; column 5, lines 16 - 26 and 48 - 58; column 6, lines 10-21 and column 7, 27 - 
41 


1, 2, 3, 16, 17, 18, 19 
and 32 


X 
Y 


US 2002/0059259 Al (COTNER et al) May 16, 2002 (16.05.2002), page 1, [0008], [0014], 
page 2, [0016], [0019], [0022] - [0025] and page 3, [0041]. . 


1 and 17 
4 - 14 and 20 - 30 


X 


US 2003/0030656 Al (ANG et al) February 13, 2003 (13.02.2003), Fig.6 and page 4, 
[0041]. 


1, 11 - 14, 17, and 27 - 
30 


Y 




15 and 31 



\" *] Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. | 1 See patent family annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: 

'A" document defining the general state of the art which is oot considered to be 
of particular relevance 

'E" earlier application or patent published on or after the international filing date 

'L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) ■ • which is cited to 
establish the publication date of another citation or ot'. special reason (as 
specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibits or other means 

P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than the 
priority date claimed 



"T" later document published after the international filing date or priority 

date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the 
principle or theory underlying (be invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the an 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
27 August 2004 (27.08.2004) 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

21 SfP 2004 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


Authorized officer / s 

John E. Breene """" 

Telephone^*^^ 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 




